The Causes of the World War
Berlin like Vienna brushed them all aside, and the
Central Empires' refusal to consider them confirmed the
fears and suspicions of the Powers.
Great Britain Asked to Promise Neutrality
Upon Great Britain the German Chancellor proposed
to act by direct persuasion.
He was perfectly aware (he told Goschen, the British
ambassador in Berlin) that if a European war broke out
Great Britain could not let France be "crushed"; but
since this was not Germany's intention, he was ready in
exchange for British neutrality to give his assurance
"that in the event of a victorious war Germany did not
aim at any territorial acquisition at the expense of
France." But when the British ambassador asked him
for the same assurance in the case of the French colonies,
he refused to give it; thus letting it be understood that
his Government, which counted ixi advance upon victory,
would not fail to annex part of the French overseas
possessions. Later in the same conversation Bethmann-
Hollweg declared himself ready to respect Dutch neu-
trality and territorial integrity, "so long as they are
respected by Germany's adversaries.'*
On the subject of Belgium his statements were dis-
turbing. "He could not tell to what operations Ger-
many might be forced by the action of France. But he
could affirm that if Belgium did not take up a position
against Germany, her territorial integrity would be
respected after the conclusion of hostilities/' The
"action of France" to which he thus referred was the
alleged plan for an invasion of Belgium by French troops
with the object of attacking Germany, which was the
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